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Some ACCOUNT of Mr. JOHN WESLEY. 
By the Rev. Mr. S. Bancock, of South-Molton, Devon. 


{From the 2oth Number of the Biddiotheca Topographica Britannica.) 


OHN WESLEY was born about the beginning of the pre- 

fent century. Dr. Prieftley hath in his poffeffion a letter from 
Mrs, Wefley to her fon Samuel Weiley, who was at that time a 
icholar in the foundation of Wetftminiter. She begins the letter 
with lamenting the great lofs the family had fuftained by a fire 
that had happened a few days before, at the parionage at Ep- 
worth, by which they were all driven to great neceflity. The 
houfe was burnt to the ground, and few things of value could be 
faved, the lames fpread fo rapidly. She thanks God that no 
lives were loft, though for fometime they gave up poor Fackey 
(as fhe expreffes herfelt) ; for his father had twice attempted to 
refcue the child, but was beaten back by the flames. Finding 
all his efforts abortive he refigned him to divine providence : 
but paternal tendernefs prevailed over human fears, and Mr, 
Wefley once more attempted to fave his child. By fome means 
egually unexpected and unaccountable, the boy got round to a 
window in the front of the houfe, and was taken out—I think 
by one man’s leaping on the fhoulders of another, and thus get- 
ting within his reach. Immediately on his refcue from this 
molt perilous fituation, the roof fell in. 
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This extraordinary incident explains a certain device in fome 
of the earlier prints of John Wefley, wiz. a houfe in flames, 
with this motto from the prophet, ‘‘ Is he not a brand plucked 
out of the burning ?”?’ Many have fuppofed this device to be 
merely emblematical of his fpiritual deliverance. But from this 
circumftance you muft be convinced that it hath a primary, as 
well as a fecondary meaning. It is real, as well as altufive.— 
This fire happened when John was about fix ye.rs old; and, if 
I recolle& right, in the year 1707. 

I need not expatiate on the abilities of this fingular man, 
They are certainly wonderful ! In the early part of life he dif 
covered an elegant turn for poetry; and fome of his gayer 
pieces in this line are proofs of a lively fancy, and a fine claffi- 
cal tafte. I have feen fome tranflations from the Latin pocts, 
done by him at college, which have great merit. I once had an 
opportunity, by the favour of his niece, of infpetting fome cu- 
rious original papers, which throw great light on his genius 
and charaéter, He had early a very ftrong impreffion (like 
count Zinzendorf) of his defignation to fome extraordinary 
work. ‘This impreffion received additional force from domel- 
tic incidents, all which his aétive fancy turned te his own ac- 
count. His wonderful prefervation, already noticed, naturally 
tended to cherith the idea of his being defigned by providence 
to accomplifh fome purpofe or other that was out of the ordi- 
dinary courfe of human events. 

There were fome ftrange phaxnomena perceived at the par- 
onage at Epworth, and fome uncommon noifes heard there 
from time to time, which he was very curious in examining, and 
very particular in relating. I have little doubt but that he con- 
fidered himfelf as the chief object of this wonderful vifitation. 
Indeed, Samuel Wefley’s credulity was in fome degree affected 
by it ; fince he collected all the evidences that tended to con- 
firm the ftory, and arranged them with {crupulous exaétuefs, in 
a MS. coniifting of feveral theets, and which is {till in being. 
1 know not what became of the ghoft of Epworth, unle{s, con- 
fidered ay the prelude to the noife Mr. John Wefley made ona 








more ample ftage, it ceafed to {peak when he began to act. 

Dr. Warburton has been thought prophane in the ridicule he 
hath fo repeatedly thrown on Mr. Welley’s account of ‘* the 
} d throes of the fecond birth.” He confidered the 
wi as a compound of impofture and credulity. The learned 
bifhop was not always delicate in the choice of his allufions. If 
hi re grofs, he never gave himifelf the trouble to refine 
them down by th eties of exprefion. As he tho ht, fohe 
Writ; anu iccmed ¢ , th t te pol th a rugged fenti« 
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ment was to weaken its force. ‘* The devil (fays he) acted as 

midwife to Mr. Wefley’s new-born babes,” In another part of 
his book he takes occafion, from a conceflion of the arch-me- 
thodift, to declare, that ** Mr. William Law begat methodifm, 
and count Zinzendorf rocked the cradle.” He allows White. 
field little credit ; calls him ‘* the madder of the two :’”’ but, 
confidering him in a very inferior light to Mr. Wefley, almott 
paffes him by unnoticed. Whatever good and laudable inten- 
tions the bithop might have had, or how zealous foever he 
might have been to fupport the intereits of fober religion againft 
the infults and encroachments of fanaticifm, yet I think it is 
pretty generally allowed that he was not perfectly happy in the 
means he chofe to effect his good purpofes. There is much 
acute reafoning, and much poignant and fprightly wit, in his 
** Doétrine of Grace ;” but there is in it too much levity fora 
grave bifhop, and too much abufe for a candid Chriilian. If 
the fubject was not unworthy of his pen, he fhould not have 
given {uch a reprefentation of it, as to make it look as if it was. 
Who begot, who midwived, or who nurfed methodiim, is a 
point I fhall leave to the determination of others. 

In one of Mr. Wefley’s earlier publications, entitled, 4» 
carnefi Appeal to Men of Reafon and Religion, he, in the ftrongett 
language, difavows all pecuniary motives ; and calls on poite- 
rity to vindicate his difintereftednefs in one of the boldelt apoi- 
trophes I ever read. ‘* Money mutt needs pafs through my 
hands,”’ fays he ; ** but [ will take care (God being my helper) 
that the mammon of unrighteoufnefs thal! only pafs through ; 
it fhall not reit there. None of the accurfed thing fhall be 
found in my tents when the Lord calleth me hence. And hear 
ye this, all you who have difcovered the treafures which | am to 
leave behind me: if I leave behind me ten pounds, (above my 
debts and the little arrears of my fellowfhip,) you and al! man- 
kind bear witnefs againit me, that I lived and died a thief and 
arobber.” I doubt not but his pride, and fomething better 
than his pride, will prevent the figma. 

At the age of fourfcore, Mr. Welley is ftill a€tive and chear- 
ful. His activity indeed hath always kept him in fpirits, and 
prevented thote nts of languor and defpondency which generally 
overtake the indolent. He is an excellent companion ; and, in 
{pite of cenfure, I believe he is an honef{ man, The jealouty 
of the Tabernacle hath joined with the zeal of a higher noufe to 
detract from the purity of his character; but the arrow that 

flew in daréne/i, only recoiled on thofe who fent it. 

Mr. Wefley, after receiving the facrament this laft fummer 
[1782] at Exeter cathedral, was invited by the bifhop to dine 
a5 2 at 
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at the palace. There were fome who thought his lordihip might 
have {pared the compliment; but others confidered it as only 
another proof, added to the many he hath already given, of his 
amiable courtefy, candour, and good fenfe. How far he re- 
laxed his zeal or his dignity by his condefcenfion, may bea 
point to be canvafled by the fcrupulous ; but the wife and good 
of every communion will fettle it in a moment. 

The difcourfe at the table turned on a variety of literary to- 
pics. At that time the public was amufed by the controverfy 
about Rowley’s poems. Mr. Wefley faid, that he had made 
enquiries about Chatterton ; and, from the information he could 
gather, he could fearcely believe him equal to fuch a compli- 
cated and ingenious piece of fraud. The fubject introduced 
the name of Mr. Jacob Bryant. Mr. Canon Moore afked him 
if he had ever read that gentleman’s Analyfis : he faid, he had 
not only read the two firft volumes, but had aétually abridged 
them. Mr. Moore lent him the third volume, which he in- 
tended to abridge likewife. Thefe are inftances of uncom- 
mon affiduity, as well as fingular curiofity, in this tranfcendent 
man, as bifhop Warburton denominated him, in a vein of 
mingled fatire and irony ; but pofterity may, perhaps, apply 
the epithet to him without a jeft. 

I could with pleafure enlarge on this fabje&t ; but I write in 
hafte, and have only time toadd, that there was a fifter of the 
Weileys, called Mehetabel, who married a piumber in Greek- 
treet, Soho, of the name of Wright. I have feen fome good 
pieces of her’s, both in profe and verfe. She was unfortunate 
both before and after marriage ; as was another of her fifters, 
who married the famous Wefley Hall, of Salifbury, who had 
the honour of being Mr. Madan’s precurfor in the great mif- 
fion of Thelyphthora. 





Tas NOV. ELI §-T, 
[Continued from page 440.] 
LET T ER EVI. 
Honourable Mr. STANLY to Maw. HARCOURT. 
Staniy Hatt. 
HAVE many of your letters now before me: I with to give 
you every fatisfaction in my power, by replying to fach parts 
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muft touch many of thofe chords which vibrate none but me- 
lancholy founds, which I cannot reconcile to myfelf as an ac&t of 
friendfhip ; though to melancholy minds fuch founds are in uni- 
fon to their feelings. ’iis the part of a friend to divert, not 
cherifh thofe gloomy thoughts which naturally accompany and 
opprefs a diftrefied mind ; therefore I fhall only advert to fuch 
as are pleafing in themfelves, or may tend to promote pleafure 
in future ; nor fhall I reprove you with feverity for giving me 
fuch trifling reafons for not abandoning your prefent purluit, 
and embracing that which I ttrongly and ferioufly recommended, 
as the beft means of getting rid of thofe diiagreeables which 
perplex, and will continue fo to do, as long as you cherith the 
as you have Jately done. 

I find that foreign men, manners and things, will not wean 
you from yourfelf, ’Tis true, you feek tor variety, and jind it; 
and from the lively defcriptions which you have obligingly fur- 
nifhed me with, of fuch things as have come within your obler- 
vation, I was in hopes you would have forgot, or at leait began 
to think of patt affairs with more moderation and placidity of 
temper. 

I affure you I fhall be very careful of your letters: I'll do 
you the jultice to fay, they afford much matter of entertainment, 
for you are a nice obferver, and delineate with a matterly haid. 
I have juft calt my eye on one of your letters, where you tell me 
you trod hard on the toe of a friar: take care, I pray you, yoa 
don’t break ‘your fhins againit one of them; it may prove a 
fore, not eafily healed: I mean, I would have you be cautious 
how, or to whom you {peak freely of tiem, or their religion. 
You need not be told that zealots in religion are naturally jea- 
lous, confequently ever upon the watch ; and that ona thofe of a 
different perfuafion, tiey look with an eye inquilitively pene- 
trating : when there are no jull grounds for apprehenfon, they 
frequently find faut ; but whea there are, and thould they dif- 
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cover them, affure yourfelf that their refentment is much to 
be dreaded, becaufe they have the power to chattife, without a 
fear of being called to an account; and the unhappy object of 
their hatred is obliged to fubmi to fuch rigorous punifhments 





as the heated rage of ecathutiafm waatonly inflicts 5 which ori- 
ginating from injullice, cannot be tempered with mercy. How 
many miferable, unhappy wretches, have breathed their lat on 
the torturing rack, for daring to th nk, mach lefs {peak of re- 
ligion, in a ftrain different from thofe of their perfecutors! 
How many victims, for that caufe only, have been offered up 
at the horrid altar of inguifition, who/e tears could not move to 
pity, whofe prayers have been mocked, and whole agonizing 
groans 
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groans have been heard with that unfeelingnefs, which none 
but revengeful minds, fed by religious zeal, could liften to, 
withont execrating the authors and abettors of {uch ftudied, fuch 
aggravated cruelties ! 

Confider, my dear friend, you are in a country whofe laws 
you cannot be as yet acquainted with, though not ignorant of 
the arbitrary fway that governs them: that for the fuppofed 
commiffion of any offence, you may be initantly abridged of 
your liberty, and probably forfeit your life: you have no court 
of public judicature to make an open appeal to, where twelve 
independent men fhall judge of your caufe, and impartially des 
cide for or azainft you. 

Thefe confiderations fhould put a guard on your lips, and ree 
ftrain the treedom of your pen ; and thefe confiderations fhould 
alfo teach you, and every of us, to feel the bleflings we enjoy 
in being born in that country, whofe laws and conttitution are 
fo wifely and happily blended, that every member of its com. 
munity is thereby fecured in his perfon and propeity from the 
rod of tyranny, and the ftretch of arbitrary power. 

[ have wrote more freely on thefe fubjects than I fhould other. 
wife have done, if I had not an opportunity of fending this let- 
ter by Dick Jones, who writes me word that he is going to 
Brighthelmftone on Thurfday next. I fhall enjoin him to deliver 
it to one of the captains of the packet, who is not to give it to 
any other than yourtfelf. 

It’s lucky, I think, that you have found fuch agreeable com- 
panions in thofe gentlemen that chance directed to the fame 
veffe] in which you embarked for France; for withoui fuch {o- 
ciety, T think you muft have found it dull indeed. 

ft has ftrack me, as a matter of fome furprize, that amongit 
the variety of objects of which you have fo obligingly given 
me fo circumftantial an account, I fee no notice taken of any of 
the fair fex. One fhould really fuppofe you was in a land 
where there was nothing feminine to be feen, unlefs fuch as are 
old and decrepid, for 1 think you have not fpoken of any other; 
or is it that your thoughts being engrofled by thinking on one, 
the faireft of the lair, you dare not look on any other ? Egad, 
Harcourt, if I was in your place, I would, Frenchman like, 
gallant it with every fair one | met with. The idea that I have 
of the fprightly difpofition of the French ladies, is, in my opi- 
nion, one of the beit motives for vifiting or remaining on the 
continent: feek their fociety, live amongit them, be frolick- 
fome and merry like them, and I doubt not but they would 
foon teach you to throw off that gloomy diffpofition which now 
embitters your life ; and if 1 had no better motive for it, I 
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sould not give fo ill an impreffion of myfelf, or countrymen, 
as not to make myfelf known to all the pretty miffes in the 
town and neighborrhood. If I had been there half fo long as 
you, I would have been able to give a compleat catalogue of 
every female that was worth looking at, or {peaking to; nay, I 
doubt not whether I fhould no: have been able to have told you 
how many fading beauties were pining within the walls of each 
onvent, and the caufes that led them there ; but as that would 
be rather breaking in on the province of the fentimental tra- 
veller, I believe I fhould leave enquiries of that nature to fuch 
as yourfelt. What a fine field for the pathetic ! It would be 
worth while to turn friar, that you might be a father confeffor, 
and hear from thofe pallid lips (rendered fo by faiting and cone 
finement) their little hiitories, many of them, no doubt, full of 
mifery and woe. 

I have imperceptibly entangled myfelf in rather a melan- 
choly theme, which I think I ought to avoid; therefore Vit 
drop that, and advert to one which I know will give you more 
pleafure: and now that I am going to mention it, I wonder 
why it was not the firlt fubject of my letter.—My father fecing 
my lait addreffed to you laying on the table, took an opportu- 
nity of mentioning it to me this morning. ‘* George, (fays 
he,) I fear my memory mutt have failed me, thatI have not en- 
quired after your friend Harcourt: I obferved a letter of your’s, 
addrefled to him in France, laying yefterday on tie table, which 
makes me think of him now: how long has he been in France? 
and how does he? He isa worthy, good lad.” I not only told 
him you had been in France fome weeks, but I told him the 
whole of your fituation, and that your father’s cruelty was ren- 
dered the more dittrefling, as it deftroyed your plan of happi- 
nefs in marrying Mifs Franklin. ‘* What, the curate’s daugh- 
ter of the F’-rmitage ?”” fays he. ‘* Yes, Sir, the fame,” ree 
plied I ; ** and her amiable difpofition my poor friend thought 





an ample compenfation for the want of fortune. His father, 
who looks on the acquifition of wealth as the ultimatum of hu- 
man wifhes, unfortunately propofed to him the daughter of old 
Gripeall, the folicitor, who is reputed immenfely rich, but 
without one good quality to recommend her. ‘This was the 
caufe that drove poor Harcourt from the prefence of a father 
whom he tenderly loves, and from his native country and friends 
that he efteems ; and in all probability this was alfo the caufe 
of that itrange marriage, which nothing but a degenerate little- 
nefs of mind could have prompted him to, to revenge himielf 
on his fon, by marrying his fervant ; I fuppofe, in hopes to get 
another heir to his fortune, and leave poor Charles perhaps a 
lingle 
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fingle fhilling ; for he told him that if he married Olivia 
Franklin, he would not give him a guinea.” 

My father liftened to me with great attention ; and when [ 
had concluded this unhappy narrative, ‘* George, (fays he,) 
Mr. Harcourt is fuch a itrange, forbidding kind of man, that 
there’s no knowing how to act with him ; but when I get a lit- 
tle better, we will Jay our heads together, and fee if fomething 
cannot be done to foften this affair, and, if poflible, bring about 
a reconciliation : I fhould be happy (continued he) to be a mee 
diator on both the young folks acc sunt; for I have heard Mifs 


Franklin {poken of as a very accon ip! lifhed and good girl: her 
ifly cultivated her mind, and his abilities 


father has moft itucioufl, 
are well known to be equal to the tatk, being a man of deep 


erudition and polite addrefs.’ I thanked him with all the 
warmth in my power, and told him I fhould ever look on it as a 





favour done to myfelf. 
You fee, Harcourt, you have a firm friend in my father ; and 


who knows what may happe on from our unite d endcavours.— 
Since dinner, I have been diverting the good old gentleman with 
the affiflance of your friend 'T riftram, in reading the corporal’s 
ftory of the king of Bohemia and his feven caftles: he laughed 
till he was tired, thanked me for the treat, and then dropped 
afleep. 

Whilft my father was thus indulging his nap, I would not { 
from befide him, for fear of dilturbing his repofe : for i 
I turned to that divine ftory of Le Fever, the which 


amufement, 
Excel. 


I read with more attention than ever | yet perufed it. 
lent and inimitabie as it molt certainly 1s upon the whole, yet, 
there feems a fomething 


when you come to the conclufion, 
at leaft, it ftruck 


wanting, for which you feel a difappoiniment ; 
me fo; and if it is not worfe than facrilege to attempt an ad- 
cenda to it, or you can pardon the vain eflay, I'll venture th 
tafk ; but that my ideas may appear the better connected with 
the itory, Ill relate a few of the foregoing lines of Sterne 
and finith with my own. 

*- ‘he blood and {pirits of Le Fever, which were waxing 


cold and flow within him, and were retreating to their laft cita- 


del, the heart, rallied back ; the film forfook his eyes for a moe 
ment ; he looked up wififully in my uncle ‘Toby’s face, then 


, : ; eae 
cait a look upon his boy,”—My uncle ‘Voby felt its force, and 
in one thort laple of time wor looks fo meter hanged, as b eg 
gar all ceicripuon ; for nought but k could carry on that 
commerce of the mind, burthened with to interefting, fo weighty 
an object. —Hiad poor Le Fever flrength and fpirits lett to have 
Gepicied, in the mott expreifive language, the anxiety with which 
Z s t aa d | 
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his mind was torn,-for the future welfare of his darling child ; 
had he even folicited the kindly aflitance of my uncle Toby, 
whofe generous countenance always tirows out fuch a beam of 
hope on the diftreffed, as feems to invite them to feek thelter 
under his protection ; had he endeavoured to awaken humanity 
by the recital of his misfortunes, a tale, big with fuch incidents 
of woe, as might have nfelted the moit obdurate heart to pity ; 
he could not have done or faid more than did that look convey, 
when from his-boy he turned hi$ eyes. towards my uncie Toby ; 
then looking on his fon again, he heaved a deep and parting 
figh ! But, as if impelled to feek for further confolation by 
another glance at my uncle Toby, whofe eyes fpoke the lans 
guage of the warmeft and moft beneficent heart, Le Fever gently 
turned his head again, and, looking ftedfaftly in my uncle 
Toby’s face, he clearly faw what was going forward in his 
mind ; which fo becalmed each ruffling, jarring thought, that 
life forfook him without a groan, without a ftruggle. 

Now, if I was near you, I fhould expect to have my head 
broke for daring to correct or amend your favourite author : 
however, when you expofe my folly, be merciful ; and that I 
may leffen your anger, fhall endeavour that my next may bring 
you fuch intelligence as may chear your fpirits, and make you 
happy ; which is the fincere with of, 

Your ever affectionate friend. 


[To be continued. ] 





dn Account of the LIFE of GEORGE FREDERICK HAN- 
DEL ; with a Description of the intended Celebrity at Wett- 
minfter-Abbey and the Pantheon, in Commemoration of bis 


Memory. 


EORGE FREDERICK HANDEL was born at Halle, 

acityin Upper Saxony, on the 24th of February, 1684. 

His father was a phyfician and furgeon at that place, and was 

more than fixty years old when this his’ fon was born ; he had 

alfo one daughter by the fame wife, and a fon by a former mar- 

riage, who was a domeftic to the duke of Saxe Weifenfels, and 
refided at his court. 

The deftination of Mr. Handel by his father, was to the 
‘law; but a fuperior propenfity to’ mufic, rendered every effort 
of his father to attach him to the law ineffe€tual. He is faid, 
when forbid to touch mufical inftraments, to have found means 


Vou. Ill. 73. so to 
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to get a little clavichord conveyed into a room at the top of his 
father’s houfe, to which he conftantly reforted as foon as the fa- 
mily retired to reft, and, aflonifhing as it may feem, without 
any rules to direét his finger, or any other inflruGtor than his 
own ear, he found means to produce from the inftrument both 
melody and harmony. 

At the age of feven years, by perfeverance and refolation, he 
may be faid to have compelled his father to take him on a vifit 
to his brother at the court of Saxe Weifenfels, where he was al- 
lowed to indulge his fondnefs for mufic without interruption. 
By the recommendation of the duke, his inclination was no 
longer oppofec ; and on his return to Halle, he was placed un- 
der the care of Frederick William Zachau, organift of the great 
church in that city. At the age of nine years he compofed mo- 
tets for the fervice of the church, and continued to make one 
almoft every week for three years. By the time he had arrived 
at the age of thirteen years, he determined to vifit Berlin, 
where he arrived in 1698, He continued thete a fhort time, 
and then returned home : foon after which he loft his father. 
His attachment to his native place being much leffened by this 
event, he determined on another place of refidence : he there- 
fore went to Hamburgh, and performed at the opera there with 
great reputation. It was here, at the age of fourteen years, he 
compofed his firft opera, called Almeria, which was performed 
thirty nights without intermiffion. 

At Hamburgh he remained three years, and during that time 
compofed two other operas, namely, Florinda, and Nerone. He 
then refolved to vifit Italy, and accordingly accepted an invita- 
tion he had received from the grand duke of Tufcany to go to 
Florence. After a year’s ftay there, he went to Venice, and 
from thence to Rome, at each of which places he compofed 
1ome operas. From Rome he went to Naples, and then re- 
turned to Germany. He foon fixed on Hanover for his refie 
dence, and received particular marks of diitinétion from the 
princefs Sophia and her fon the elector, aficrward king George 
the Firft. 

In the year 1710, by permiffion of his patrons at Hanover, 
he came to England, and engaged with Mr. Aaron Hill, who 
had the management at that time of the theatre in the Hay- 
market, where the opera of Rinaldo was performed, a work 
compoied in a fortnight. It was reprefenied with great fuc- 
ccis, and the perfon who printed the mutfic is faid to have gat 
1gcol, by it. 

Though much folicited to flay in England, he this time re- 
fifted the temptation, and returned to Lianover, where he ree 

g mained 





ee 





an ee ae an a Poe 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. § 491 


mained two years. He then obtained leave to revifit Engl.9J, 
upon condition of his returning within a reafonable time. He 
arrived in London about the latter end of the year 1712, at 
which time the negociations for the treaty of Utrecht were in 
great forwardnefs. On the reftoration of peace, he compofed 
ate Deum and jubilate, which were performed at St. Paul's ca- 
thedral, her majefty herfelf attending the fervice. 

The queen died in 1714, and the ele@tor of Hanover came to 
thecrown. Handel had given offence to his new fovereign, 
both by his remaining in England, and by exerting his talents 
in celebrating a peace, which was pears ar as a difgraceful 
one by the court of Hanover, To reftore him to the king’s 
favour, baron Kilmanfegge contrived a party on the Thames, 
at which Handel produced his celebrated water mufic, Enquiry 
being made concerning the compofer, he was foon afterwards 
introduced to the king, and reftored to his former fituation. 

Being now determined to make England his refidence, he ac- 
cepted an invitation to refide firft with Mr. Andrews, of Barn- 
Elms, in Surry, and afterwards with lord Burlington. With this 
nobleman he continued three years: he then received a prefling 
invitation from the duke of Chandos to undertake the direction 
of the chapel at his fuperb manfion, Cannons. He went there 
in the year 1718, and refided with his grace until the inititution 
of the mufical academy for the po sserhacn of operas at the 
Hay-market, under the patronage of the king and molt of the 
principal nobility. Of this exhibition Mr. Handel was ap- 
pointed director; and in that ftation he remained until 1726, 
when difputes arifing between him and his employers, the aca- 
demy was broke up, and a new {ub{cription entered into with a 
new manager. 

On this event Mr. Handel engaged with Heideggar, in op- 
pofition to his former friends, and they continued together for 
three years. At the end of that term, he undertook to perform 
Operas on his own account, and this fcheme he perfilted in, until 
he expended almoft the whole property he had acquired; his 
health too fuffered in an equal degree. 

To get rid of that dejection of mind which his repeated dif- 
appointments had brought on him, he was advifed to ufe the 
waters at Tunbridge, and a regimen calculated to aflit their 
Operation : his diforder was, however, too deeply rooted ; his 
mental powers were even affected; and, to complete his dif- 
trefs, the palfy feized his right arm, and he was readered inca- 
pable of ufing it in any manner. 

Medicines being found ineffectual, he was prevailed upon to 
try the baths of Aix-la-Chapelle, which foon reftored his former 


health. 
3Q2 On 
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On his return to London, he again tried his fortune with fome 
new operas ; but not being fatistied with their reception, he 
ftruck out a new mode of entertainments. Thefe were ora- 
torios, which were for fome time favourably received ; buton a 
fufpicion that the public were growing indifferent towards them, 
he determined to try the temper of the people of Ireland. Ac- 
cordingly, he went to Dublin in the year 1741, and gave a per- 
formance of the Meffliah, for the benefit of the prifoners in that 
city. 
He returned to London in the year 1742, and performed 
Sampfon, which was received with fuch applaufe, as feemed to 

infure him fuccefs in his fucure attempts of that kind. 

From this period may be dated that almoft uninterrupted flow 
of fuccefs which attended him in his oratorios during the rett of 
his life. 

In gratitude for the favour fhewn him by the public, and ac- 
tuated by motives of benevolence, he performed the Mefliah 
for the benefit of an inftitution which then ftood in need of 
every affiftance, the Foundling Hofpital ; and this he continued 
to do for feveral years. At the theatre his Meffiah was frequently 
performed to fuch audiences as he could no otherwife accem- 
modate than by e:edting feats on the ftage fur fuch a number as 
{carcely left room for the performers. 

In this profperous ftate did his affairs go on, till he was af- 
flifted with the misfortune of blindnefs, which, great as it was, 
did not totally incapacitate him from his ttudy, or the power ot 
entertaining the public. 

In the beginning of the year 1751, he was alarmed by a dif- 
order in his eyes, which, upon conlulting with the furgeons, he 
was told was an incipient gutta ferena, From the moment this 
opinion of his cafe was communicated to him, his {pirits forfook 
him; and that fortitude which had fupported him under af- 
fiictions of another kind, deferted him in this, fcarcely leaving 
him patience to wait for that crifis in his diforder in which he 
might hope for relief. He fubmitted, however, to fome ope- 
rations, but witnout any beneficial effect. 

Towards the beginning of the year 1758, he began to find 
himfelf decline apace; and that general debility which was 
coming on him was rendered till more alarming by a total! lots 
of appetite. When that fymptom appeared, he confidered his 
recovery as hopelefs ; and, refigning himfelf to his fate, expired 
on the 14th day of April, 1759. 

He was buried in Weliminiter Abbey, the dean, Dr. Pearce, 
bithop of Rochefter, afiiited by the choir, performing the funeral 

folemaity, Over the place of his iaterment isa monument, 
detigued 
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cefigned and executed by Roubiliac, reprefenting him at full 
length, in an erect poiture, with a mufic paper in his hand, in~ 
{crib-d, ** I know that my Redeemer !iveth,” with the notes 
to which thefe words are fet in his Meffiah. 

He died worth 20,0001. almoit the whole whereof he be- 
queathed to his relations abroad 

As the commemoration of Handel will give rife to one of the 
mot fplendid exhibitions which has been feen in this kingdom, 
wethink it our duty to communicate to our readers the particular 
circumftances which firft led to its being adupted. 

In aconverfation which took plice in the beginning of the 
year 1783, between earl Fitzwilliam, Sir Watkin Williams 
Wynne, and Joah Bates, efq; one of the commiflioners of the 
Viétualling-Office, at Mr. Bates’s houfe, it was lamented, that 
as London contaired a greater number of eminent performers on 
different inttruments of mufic, than any other city in Europe, 
there was not {ome public periodical occafion which would bring 
them all together; by waich means a performance might be ex- 
hibited on fuch a feale of magnificence, as could not be equalled 
in any part of the world, ‘Ihe death of Handel naturally pre. 
fented itielf to three fuch enthufiaitic admirers of that great 
matter, and it immediately occurred that the year 1784 would 
be a proper time for the introduttion of fuch a cuitom; as it 
formed exactly a fourth of a century fince his death, and a com- 
plete century fince his birth. 

The plan was foon afterwards communicated to the managers 
of the mufical fund, who approved of it, and promiled their af. 
fiftaoce. It was next iubmitted tc the directors of the concert 
of ancient mutic, viz. earl of Exeter, earl of Sandwich, vifcount 
Dudley and Ward, viicount Fitzwilliam, lord Paget, the right 
honourable H. Morrice, fir Watkin Williams Wynne, bart. 
fir Richara Jetb, bart. who, with a readinefs that does honour to 
their feelings of humanity as wel! as of mufic,, voluntarily un- 
dertook the trouble of managing and directing the celebrity. 
Thedetign at lait coming totne knowledge of the king, it res 
ceived the fanttion of his patronage. Weitminfter Abbey was 
fixed upon as the propereft place tor the performance, as Handel 
was buried there; and application was made to the bifhop of 
Rochelier for the ufe of it, who readily confented, as the {cheme 
was honoured with the king’s patronage; and who only re- 
quefled, that as the performance would interfere with the annual 
day of the Wettminiter infirmary, a part of the profits might be 
applied to that charity. This was agreed to; and it was after- 
wards fettled that the profit: of the firit day’s performance fhould 
be equally divided between the mufical fund and the Weltmin- 

iter 
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fter infirmary. The profits of the other days are intended to be 
applied folely to the mufical fond. 

It was originally intended to have celebrated this grand har- 
monic fete on the 21it, 22d, and 2;d of April; and the 2if 
being the day of the fuveral of Handel, the mufic was in fome 
meaiure felected fo as toapplv to that incident. In confequence 
of the fudden diffolution ot Parliament, however, it has been 
thought proper to defer the feftival to the fame period, as nearly 
as poflible, in the fucceeding month (May), when, we are in- 
formed, the performance will be exhibited in the following 
order ; 


Pte ea? BB Vs 
In Weftminfier Abbey. 


Pans I. 


Coronation anthem to introduce the king. 
Overture of Efther. 
Dettingen Te Deum. 


Pant KH. 


Overture and Dead March in Saul. 

Verfes feleéted from Handel’s ** Funeral Anthem on the 
Death of Queen Caroline ;” with a few flight alterations in the 
words, to adopt them to the occafion. 

The anthem of ‘* O fing unto the Lord.” 

The whole to clofe with the laft chorus of ** Ifrael in Egypt.” 


SECOND DA Y. 


The performance of this day will be held at the Pantheon, 
This aflembly will differ in many effentials from the preceding 
one. The mufic will be fprightly, to contraft it with the folemn 
file of the Abbey feleétion, and will confift of a mifcellaneous 
colletion from his operas, oratorios, and other works, 


T HIRD DA Y. 


This day will clofe the feftival. ‘The jubilee will on that day 
be refamed in the Abbey, and conclude with the Meffiah, which 
is felefted as alluding to the refarre€tion, The number of 
voices and inftruments which are to unite in the performance of 
this oratorio will produce an effeét, that thofe beft verfed in the 
power of founds can have but a very imperfect idea of ; and 
even fuch as are auditors will never have language to exprefs the 
fenfations they muft feel, if they have mufic in their fouls ! 

Pachierotti, 
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Pachierotti, Bartolini, and all the moft eminent vocal per- 
formers have promifed their affiftance, gratis. 
The number of performers, who have already offered, are a3 
follows : 
Violins - - - 96 
Tenors - . - 30 
Violencellos, - - 30 
Double baffes - - 20 
Oboes - - - 30 


Baffoors - - - 28 
Trumpets - - - 14 
French horns “ ° 12 
Trombones - - 3 
Kettle drums - - 5 

268 
Vocal performers - 225 


Total - - - 493 


The new building for the purpofe of the commemcration in 
Weftminfter Abbey, is well defigned by Mr. Wyatt; when filled 
with well dreffed people, and viewed from either end, it mult be 
a fpectacle of the grandeit kind; the orcheftra at the weit 
door, and the throne over the entrance to the choir, being both 
confpicuous and well raifed points, and, as near as can be, ba- 
lancing each other. 

Under the throne is the place where the ftewards will be; 
and on each fide of them are the benches fet apatt for the 
bifhops and dean, and the prebendaries of Weftmintiter. 

The bottom of the building is to be floored and matte@; 
the galleries are to be hang with a well fancied feltoon of red 
cloth, fringed, &c. the throne with filk of the fame colour and 
arrangement. 

As to the performances, their excellence is already in general 
known to the public ; in particular it is alfo already fettled that 
Pachierotti, Madame Mara, and Tafca, the three pre-eminent 

ngers of the time, are to perform in the mufic as follow: 

Pachierotti is to fing ‘* { know that my Redeemer liveth ;” 
** He was a Man of Sorrows,” &c. 

The greateft things are expected from Tafca, in ‘* The Trum- 
pet thal! found.” 

Madame Mara is to fing fome of the moft admired airs out of 
Handel’s operas. 

Hay is to lead one day—Cramer the other. 

Mr. Bates 
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Mr. Bates is to dire&t and play the organ. There are alfo to 
be leaders of fubdivifions of the band. Every thing is to be on 
the greateft fcale, ex pede Hercules. ‘The kettle-drums are to be 
of unufual magnitude; they are made for the occafion, and 
will hold from 50 to 60 gallons. 

The ticket which is prepared for admittance on this occafion 
js of Cipriani’s defign, and engraved by Bartolozzi. Handel 
is reprefented with a Jyre in his hand, and Apollo appears in 
the aét of crowning him with a laurel wreath. 

London, May 15, 1784. 





SENTIMENTAL PERFUMERY. 


Sentimental perfumer recommends it to the fine ladies to 
A furnifh their toilets with the following articles :— 

Serr KnownepGe:—A mirror, fhewing the tull fhape in 
the trueft light. 

Inwocencs :—A white paint, which will ftand for 2 confi- 
derable time, if not abufed. 

Mopvesty:—Very belt rouge, giving a becoming bloom to 
the cheek. 

ConTENTMENT :—An infallible fmoother of wrinkles in 
the face. 

Trutu :—A falve, rendering the lips foft and peculiarly 
graceful. 

Goop Humour :—An univerfal beautifier. 

Miipness .A tincture, giving fweetnels to voice. 

Tears or Piry :—A water that gives luftre and brightnefs 
to the eye. 

N. b. None of the above articles are French : they may be 
had at the Angel, near Chriit’s church, 





RECIPE so mate ARTIFICIAL YEAST. 


OIL potatoes, of a mealy fort, ’till they are thoroughly 

fott, {kin and mafh them very fmooth, and put as much 
hot water as will make the math of the confiflency of common 
beer yeafl, but not thicker ; add to every pound of potatoes 
two ounces of coarfe fugar, or treacle ; and when juit warm, 
fiir in for every pound of potatoes two fpoonfuls of yea ; 
keep it warm ‘till it has done fermentiag, and in twenty-four 
hours it may beufed. A pound of potatoes will make neara 
guart of yeaft, and, when made, will keep three months, Lay 
your bread eiglit liours before you bake it. 
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4 fngular Inftance of the corrofive Power of PatrefaGion. 


OME years ago, in Saint Mary’s church, Leicefter, a pew. 

ter plate was dug up, jagged like radii, or a glory, far in 
the circular extremities ; and, to the bef of the memory of the 
writer of this, in the calix, otherwife well preferved, was a 
breach, orbicular, above the dimenfion of a fhilling, pointed 
with a right line, alfo pafling through diametrically, about an 
inch in length ; its width the thicknefs of a crown-piece; con- 
jetured to have been laid, charged with falt, on the body of a 
deceafed perfon, and forgotten to be withdrawn. I faw and ex- 


amined it myfelf. 
W. BICKERSTAFFE. 
Leicefer, March 16, 1784. 





4 DEBTOR’s PROPOSAL ¢o dis CREDITOR, 


Prifoner in the Fleet lately fent to his creditor, to let him 
know that he hada propofal to make, which he believed 
would be for their mutual benefit. Accordingly the creditor 
called on him to hear it, ‘* I have been thinking (faid he) that 
it is a very idle thing for me to lie here, and put you to the ex- 
pence of feven groats aweek. My being fo chargeable to you 
has given me great uneafinefs; and God knows what it may coft 
you in the end; therefore, what I would propofe is this—You 
fhall let me out of prifon, and inflead of feven groats, you thall 
only allow me eighteen pence a week, and the other ten-pence 
fhall go towards the difcharge of the debt.” 





An ANECDOTE. 


N old rich clergyman, MB 2 long been the incumbent 

on a valuable rectory in the Vale of Evefham, in Wore 
cefterfhire, dying fome weeks fince, his houfehold furniture was 
fold within thefe few days by auction, at the parfonage-houfe. 
The curate, who performed the whole fervice of the living for 
avery fall falary, (being all his preferment,) purchafed at the 
fale an old caken book-cafe, which was carried to his apart- 
ment ata fmall diftance. He went home foon after to fee if his 
purchafe had received any injury by the carriage ; and having 
opened fome of the drawers which it had within- fide, he found 
one that he could not return to its place again: wanting to 
know the caufe, he took it our, and faw a fecret one behind, 

Vou, I. 73. 3R which 
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hich contained a sory: of two handred guineas. Induced by 
saccident to fearch the other fide of the book-cafe, he there 
difear: red the fellow w drawer, containinga likefum. This good 
man went back again inftantly to the parfonage, and returned 
the four hundred guineas‘to one of the adminittrators, to his no 
fmall furprize. 





Az AN EC D.O,T E. 


Gentleman obferving,in a genteel affembly, that Dr. Gra- 
A ham, notwithttanding the notorious indelicacy of his lec. 
tures, was a man of fuch humanity, that he could not reconcile 
to himfelf the idea of feeding on animal food, and even wifhed, 
if poflible, to be clothed, as well as fed, from the vegetable pro- 
duétions of the earth. ‘** To c! loath the doftor, then, in his 
own way, (faid a lady ,as remarkable forher vivacity as her beauty 
and virtue) his neckcloth fhould certainly be made of hemp.” 





An ELECTIONEERING ANECDOTE, 


T a Nate election for a borough in the weft of England, one 

of the candidates went into a barber’s fhop and defired to 

be fhaved. While Strap was bufy in his vocation, the candi- 
late told him who he was, and expatiated largely on the advan- 
tages that would arife to the borough if he was eleéted. Strap 
heard him patiently, and on his giving a 10). bank note for being 
trimmed, promifed to give him his vote. Soon after the de- 
partare of the firft candidate, his antagoniit came to be thaved, 
t 


tk « as eloquently as the form er, but gave a 2ol, bank note 
for being trimmed. On the pol 1] ¢ bari r voted for the latter ; 
the fo rmer, however jollowed him, er faid, ** Strap, don’t you 
remember you fhaved me?”—** Yes, Sir, (replied the barber) 


but I fhaved the other gentleman fince, and his beard was twice 
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By adding the fecond equation to the firft, we have xy 4- 
x+y=95- The fourth given equation added to twice 
this lat gives, x+y> +x+y= 342, a quadratic; whence 
X+y=18,and xy =77; confequently x and y=7 and 41; 
for x and y being exactly alike concerned, it is immaterial 
which number is taken for xin this cafe, Then, by the 
firft and third given equations, z+v—16, and zv=49; 
whence, by bare in{pection, z and v=13 and 3. 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from Philoca- 
thus,of Briftol; and J. Hannaford and J. Higgins,of Ath- 
burton. 





DAMON to PAST ORELLA: 
Being an Anfwer to 8. M. O.’s Anagram, inferted March 8. 
By Taffo, of Briftel. 

EAR Paftorella! may I DARE 


My mind to you once more declare ? 

O READ my looks! O view my fighs! 

For your inconftancy they rife. 

Not the DEAN’s daughter, biefs’d with grace, 

Who fhews a fair and beauteous face ; 

Who’s courted by a DANE fo gay, 

That keeps his coach with lordly fway ; 

O, witnefs all ye powers above ! 

Could e’er Jike you have gain‘d my love, 

By the DEAL tree in yonder DALE, 

How oft you liften’d to my tale! 

"There you my ardent fuit allow’d ; 

There you as conftant paflion vow’d : 

But how can I our vows compare, 

When your’s are prov’d as light as air, 

Drofly as LEAD amicft the flame, 

Whilft mine, like gold, is fil! the fame. 
Return, lov’d maid! once moreto Damon fly, 
And meet a paffion that shall never die! 

1§t We have received the like anfwer from Arion, of Bath ; 
J. S. of Shepton-Mallet ; G. Bulgen, of Caftle-Cary; ‘I’. Pal- 
more, of Beer; J. Petrin, of Street ; and Philos. 


3R2 4 QUESTION, 
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A QUESTION, by Philos. 


Man being afked his age, wrote as follows: If you invert 
my age, and add 14 - solo then multiply by 8 and fub. 
tract 7, the fquare root of the remainder will be equal to my 


age. 





A QUESTION, by F. Dunkerton, of Shepton-Maltet. 


7 HAT number is that unto which if I add 1-4th of itfelf, 
and from the fum fubtraéct 1-8th of itfelf, the remainder 
will be 252? 








INSECTS enigmatically exprefid, by Philos, 


J. NE-THIRD of an evergreen, and two-thirds of a fihh. 
z. Three-fourths of an Englifh liquor, and an obftacle 

tran{pofed. 

3. An unétuous fabftance, half of a {mall chimney, and one- 
third of an affirmative. 

4. One-third of an inftrument ufed ‘by ladies, and half of a 
confederacy. 

5. The herbage of the field, a bitter plant, and half of a 
kingdom in Afia, 

6. An interjection, and to practice, 





4n ANAGRAM, & Philos. 


Deed of parliament transform, 
Or what men on the ftage perform ; 
Then in a moment you will find 
A beaft that’s of the lion kind. 


See ee ee Pe ES 


S 82 8 «4. Bae 


In Taffa’s Poem on Spring, inferted May 3, verfe 7, for cow 
flips, read violets. 


InT. Pafmore’s rebus, inferted April 19, line 5, for this, read a 
POETRY. 
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GABRIELLA DE VERGY: 
An HISTORICAL BALLAD. 








Inftribed to Enwarvo JernincuaM, Ef 


By Mrs. Hamppen Pre. 


O legendary woes I fing, 
Truth decks the artlefs verfe ; 
The mufe, through many an age, has hung 
Her wreaths on Couci’s hearfe. 


When Europe pour’d forth all her fons, 
Infpir’d with thirft of fame ; 

The lofty crefcent to o’ercome, 
And raife the Chriftian name = 


Amidft the knights of high renown, 
De Vergy was the firft ; 

For in the camp, from earlieft youth, 
The warrior had been nurs’d. 


One daughter blefs’d his failing age, 
The favourite theme of fame ; 

Who bore, well pleas’d, through ev’ry clime, 
Bright Gabriella’s name. 


Her beauteous check to nature ow’d 
Its artlefs white and red ; 
And elegance her foft’ning touch 


O’er all her form had {pread. 
Nor 
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Nor to exterior charms alone 
Her merit was confin’d ; 

For ev’ry grace adorn’d her fpeech, 
And every mufe her mind. 


Her Couci lov’d—the pride of France! 
Accomplith’d, gay, and young ; 

No warrior e’er more bravely fought, 
No bard c’er {weeter fung. 


He knew, no ftudied, artful phrafe, 
Her fteady mind would move ; 
But nobly trufled to his worth, 
To win the fair-one’s love, 


And well did the his truth repay ; 
Her gentle heart the gave : 

Thus beauty ever fhould reward 
The virtuous and the brave, 


Another fuitor claim’d the maid, 
How different from the firft! 
Whofe paflions all unbounded reign’d, 
And ftrongeft were the wort. 


*Midft gloomy pride and jealous rage, 
Love flafh’d on Fayel’s foul, 

Like lightning through the darken’d fky, 
Where deep’ning thunders roll, 


Yet was the chief in arms renown’d, 
And by his prince belov’d ; 
For he, in many a well-fought field, 


His loyalty had prov’d. 


Philip, to merit ever juft, 
Mark’d with approving eye ; 

** Fayel! (he cry’d) a king’s reward 
** Shall with thy prowefs vie. 


** Where Saone rolls on her peaceful wave, 
“© Where iwells the cluft’ring vine, 

** Chufe thou, my warrior, which to fway, 

** And be that province thine.” 
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i ** Not all the rich and fertile lands 
*¢ Where Saone rolls on her wave; 

«* Not vine-crown’d Burgundy itfelf, 
** Of thee fhall Fayel crave: 


** Yet would my mafter deign to crown J 
«¢ His vaffal’s deeds in arms, ‘ 
** A brighter meed than thefe I afk— 
«* ?Tis Gabriella’s charms.’’ 





«© Then Gabriella’s charms be thine; 
** Receive her from thy king : 

«¢ Nay, more; fair Aubrey’s rich domain, 
«* The dowry the thall bring.” 


The royal mandate but too foon 
To Vergy was convey’d ; 

Which (though the tather’s heart repin’d) 
He knew mutt be obey’d. 


Yet, though the father’s heart repines, 
How feeble are his woes ! 

To thofe unhappy Couci proves, 
And Gabriella knows ! 


Mild is the ftroke of death itfelf, 
Compar’d with that which parts 

The feldom well-concerted bands 
Of love-united hearts. 


Soon as the tidings reach’d his ear, 
He flew to Vergy’s feet ; 

«< And is it thos (he cried) dear maid, 
*« And is it thus we meet? 





«© Are thefe the hopes, fo long induig’d, 
«© Of making thee my bride? 

«¢ And fhall ambition’s ruthlefs hand 
‘© The blifsful knot divide? 


«¢ But firft this nervelefs arm fhall fail 
“¢ To guard its mafter’s life, 

«* Ere haughty Fayel thail prefume 

«© ‘To call De Vergy wite.” 








59g 
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** Couci! (replied the forrowing fair) 
«¢ My fatal lot is caft ; 

“¢ The dreadful future to fuftain, 
*« And to forget the pait, 


«¢ °Tis for the common herd alone 

‘ « To live from ills fecure ; 

«¢ The teft of virtue here below, 
*< Is nobly to endure. 


** Each fex, by different cuftoms fway’d, 
«* Mutt different precepts keep ; 

*¢ *Tis your’s to di€tate and command, 
** Our’s to obey and weep. 


* Yet, e’er we part, my foul’s firft choice, 
** This pledge of love receive ; 

** And would ’twere mince to add a charm, 
** Thy forrows to relicve !” 


A bracelet to his hand the gave, 
Wrought of her auburn hair : 
The precious ringlet form’d achain 
Kings might be proud to wear. 


*« By love and honour’s facred laws, 
** T {wear (young Couci cried) 
«« This treafure from my faithful heart 


? 


** No.power thall e’er divide! 


Their deep regrets, their parting pangs, 
The mofe forbears to tell : 

In modern days ’twould pafs belief ; 
For who loves now fo well ? 


[To be continued. ] 





The BATCHELOR’s CHOICE of a WIFE. 


F e’er I wed, my wife fhall not be old, 
Deform’d, nor ugly, handfome, nor a {cold : 
She fhan’t be pale, nor red, nor fhall fhe paint ; 
Shall be religious too, but not a faint: 
She fhall have fenfe; if notawit. (ll take her— 
Give fuch a wife, ye gods, I'll ne’er forfake her. 
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